


Black (blak) adj - of the very darkest colour or approaching this; dark,
sombre; malignant, deadly, sinister; wicked; infamous; threatening, sullen,

angry.
More (mawr) adj — grealer in quantity, degree, exient, etc.

What's in a name? Well, if everything you've ever heard about Ritchie Blackmore was
true then those dictionary definitions would appear to suggest that there is just about
everything in a name. —

Rilchie is said to be moody, hard-bitten, mean. Most rock critics seem to go out of
their way lo centre on that side of his character — as they see it — without looking at the
immense number of positive attributes the man has.

For a start he's one of the best hard rock guitarists — hell. one of the best guitarists full
stop — that the music business has ever seen. In addition, what could be as
stubbornness and moodiness on one side might well be read as honesty and purity of
motive from another. Blackmore has remained true to his own ideals and his own idea of
music from just aboul the first time he played guitar professionally back in the Sixties.

From then until the present day Blackmore has refused to dilute his music and his
attitude has always seemed 1o be “If you don't like it — well, tough”.

Stubborn? Probably. Difficuli? It's possible. Single-minded? Undoubtedly. Talented?
Immensely.
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The first edition of Rainbow lasted¥m 8y, 1975, to September of that same year
and featured Blackmore, Ronnie James Dio on vocals, Craig Gruber on bass, Mickey Lee
Soule playing keyboards and Gary Driscoll pemhadpnthedmmstuu].

Blackmore had basically taken a New York band called Elf an
around himself. They recorded the band's first album “Rig#
which was released in July 1975 on the Polydor label.
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band. A lesser talent might have felt it would be :
chosen and just keep on working until they gell
what he wanted and, while he professed himself
first aggregation, he knew in his heart of hearts that
for him and his music.

So, in September 1975 — a scant month, remember, after the band's first album had
been released — Ritchie started the first of his many switch rounds in the Rainbow set-up,
Put went bass player Gruber, drummer Driscoll and keyboard player Soule.
Tu replace them he brought in Cozy Powell on drums, Jimmy Bain on bass

E‘jr_.'. eren't quite the right musicians

nightclub circuit it Germany in the Sixties. His route to Rainbow took him through Sessio
music playing with producer Mickie Most and artists Donovan and Tony Joe White, a stint
with the almost legendary Jeff Beck Group and his own bands, such as Hammer and
Bedlam.
BaaumntmstﬂﬂmhndbeenastalwaﬂDflh.eﬂnmhﬂulumbmmummahlﬂanada e
— his parents having moved there-ﬂ‘m Scotland when Jimmy was in his early twenties. He g
returned to Britain to join a band called'H := ot where he had come to Blackmore's
attention. '
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rabble-rousing, blood-boiling hedvy metal side of Ritchie's character and the incredibly
mellow, classically influenced almost medieval slant that he can take. The Munich :
Philharmonic Orchestra was brought in to help out, most effectively on “Stargazer” and it
was probably with the release of this album that people realised that Riichie Blackmore
and Rainbow were here to stay. And that they had the potential to be as big, if not bigger,
than Blackmore's previous vehicle, the superlative Deep Purple.
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playing some heavy rock and roll and Rainbow are the best band around to do that with".

That edition of Rainbow came together in April, 1979, and in June of thal year the
band came up with the extraordinary “Down To Earth” album.

Recorded in Paris that album saw a new and significant departure for Blackmore's
and Rainbow's musical style. The music was, of course, as strong and impressive as ever,
but with Roger Glover adding his incomparably deft touches on the mixing desk and in
addition his ability as a composer and arranger aligned with Blackmore's undoubted multi-

o

o







ald a new kind of accessibility
fh. The best example of that stage

4 Been Gone", A massive hit

e it convinced any doubters - coyld Ml have been any? — that Rainbow

of the top bands in the world. lowed that 45rpm extravaganza with

blockbusters - “All Night Lo ender”, With three massive hits in a

) ) ey couldn't change again, surely they

talents Rainbow blossomed into a new band.
existed alongside the same tough and powerf

WEIL in Auguﬂt 198‘{] th b-ﬂ.ﬂ & iy ] G
in any band's career when £ '
in the Midlands crf En,glnni

. Enb&ﬁintutel]thehaifﬂfi
Bils, allied to & remarkable e S

i York Rondinelli was sti f- 4
- ickmore had met up w1th
i one of the best d ard o
















DATE VENLUE

38
48

SCANDIN AVIUM
ISSTADION
BRONDBYHALLEN
LK. K. HALL
GRUGAHALLE

PALAILS IPHIVER:

PALAIS SANT SAVEUR

AHOY

IEDERSACHEN HALLE

EM HALLE

CHELSCHEUR
RTSHALLE

POREST NATIONALE

CITY
GOTHENE
STOCKHO
COPENHA
HELSINKI
ESSEN
PARIS
LILLE
ROTTERD
HANNOV]
WURZBUR
LUXEMBU
K@LN
HR1'SSELS




i )
5 i HEF
3.8 e
N -
g [ET% ME L] EID :
30 = 15 H I
PO RENOH]
OROS HARCELD
A0 ELERC DRID
ODROMO ]
- A0 i ONDO
2 T [EGH] D HNB
GRIC
HIE 0
QUEE!
B B Cl
= - FORD
20 [E COF ;
§
¥
_h - — e - -
i == i ® A » - W S, e W T .o - PR
I ”mﬂwmw et | TP Tasty Al i . g R T T g F e "
y “:—\M bﬂw[‘ TR : \."_;“.t --_m,:h*h
i e <5 ) -
i E
—k .______ 3
j e
H"\"- - -
-
s "
. % o
L .f o 3 . T % { - y : _ : " " Far furihor copies
; x e L Tt - B » = “of this progrimmé pleasn forward
: & A ; 1 1 LS e ¥ i A £1.50 + a0p P&EF
- r = . a8 . : ; 1 I Concert Publishing.
! _ £ gl ? L. - ' ~E 166-198 Liverpool Road, Landon N1
W Lt : 2 ) ‘ {C)Y 1981 "CONCEHT PUBLISHING ENGLAND




‘RWainbow

RITCHIE BLACKMORE'S

RAINBOW RISING

RAINBOW 2490137/3177 224
2490141/3177 202
Rainbow B Rainbow IR

oy i i

Il |
DIFFICULT TO CURE
(INCLUDES THE SINGLES | ]
| SURRENDER, B
CAN'T HAPPEN HERE) Y i e o
POLD 5036/POLDC 5036 LONG LIVE ON STAGE (2LP)
; ROCK 'N'ROLL 2657 016/3577 324
e o il i Tl S, 4 POLD 5002/POLDC 5002 -

/‘ L% "_.#L H?

rI;' 5 ;_-:,-% }'(

ALS® AVAILABLE / s ey

SPECIAL VALUE | ¢
POUBLEBACK / g2
MUSICASSETTE /| ¢

RITCHIE BLACKMORE'S RAINBOW/ fpm . _
RAINBOW RISING 3574 095 J %>

DOWNTOEARTH
POLD 5023/POLDC 5023




i )
5 i HEF
3.8 e
N -
g [ET% ME L] EID :
30 = 15 H I
PO RENOH]
OROS HARCELD
A0 ELERC DRID
ODROMO ]
- A0 i ONDO
2 T [EGH] D HNB
GRIC
HIE 0
QUEE!
B B Cl
= - FORD
20 [E COF ;
§
¥
_h - — e - -
i == i ® A » - W S, e W T .o - PR
I ”mﬂwmw et | TP Tasty Al i . g R T T g F e "
y “:—\M bﬂw[‘ TR : \."_;“.t --_m,:h*h
i e <5 ) -
i E
—k .______ 3
j e
H"\"- - -
-
s "
. % o
L .f o 3 . T % { - y : _ : " " Far furihor copies
; x e L Tt - B » = “of this progrimmé pleasn forward
: & A ; 1 1 LS e ¥ i A £1.50 + a0p P&EF
- r = . a8 . : ; 1 I Concert Publishing.
! _ £ gl ? L. - ' ~E 166-198 Liverpool Road, Landon N1
W Lt : 2 ) ‘ {C)Y 1981 "CONCEHT PUBLISHING ENGLAND




‘RWainbow

RITCHIE BLACKMORE'S

RAINBOW RISING

RAINBOW 2490137/3177 224
2490141/3177 202
Rainbow B Rainbow IR

oy i i

Il |
DIFFICULT TO CURE
(INCLUDES THE SINGLES | ]
| SURRENDER, B
CAN'T HAPPEN HERE) Y i e o
POLD 5036/POLDC 5036 LONG LIVE ON STAGE (2LP)
; ROCK 'N'ROLL 2657 016/3577 324
e o il i Tl S, 4 POLD 5002/POLDC 5002 -

/‘ L% "_.#L H?

rI;' 5 ;_-:,-% }'(

ALS® AVAILABLE / s ey

SPECIAL VALUE | ¢
POUBLEBACK / g2
MUSICASSETTE /| ¢

RITCHIE BLACKMORE'S RAINBOW/ fpm . _
RAINBOW RISING 3574 095 J %>

DOWNTOEARTH
POLD 5023/POLDC 5023




